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MISCELLANEOUS. 
ANNIHILATION. 
“ Eye nature’s walk, shoot folly as it flies, 
A Meg catch the manners, living, as theyrise.” 
Though various subjects in theology have 
attracted the attention of christian writers, 
I know of no subject in dispute, which in- 
volves a deeper interest than the final stale 
This subject transcends 
every other disputed article among Chris- 
tians, and “like Aaron’s serpent, swallows 
up the rest.” Some have contended that 
all who die impenitent, will be banished 
from the realms of enjoyment, and consign- 
ed to the regions of helpless, hopeless, in- 
terminable ruin. But the malevolence of 
this doctrine has been sensibly felt by most 
In oppo- 
sition to this repulsive doctrine, many have 
advanced the sentiment of Universal Resto- 
ration. Others there are, who have reject- 
ed the doctrine of endless misery, and not 
being prepared to embrace Universal Salva- 
tion, have adopted the doctrine of the anni- 
hilation of the wicked. This sentiment has 
had several able advocates in Europe, and 
is probably becoming popular among the 
Unitarians in New England. Dr. Bancroft 











Sermons, published two years ago. The 
Dr’s work being before the public, is a suit- 
able subject for animadversion. 


incurables. And does not this impeach the | presses a principie which holds good in all 
wisdom of God ? Does it not either imply j cases. Every soul or person whatever, who 
that he was unwise in giving them such ca-| commits sin, shall experience this death. 
pacities at first, or that he was unwise in’ Does this passage mean annihilation? If 
extinguishing them at last ? It is as difficult ;so, every individual of Adam’s race will 
to reconcile annihilation with the wisdom, | cease to be ; for “all have sinned, and 
as endless misery with the goodness of God. come short of the glory of God.” The 
But annihilation impeaches the — of | other text is equally foreign to his purpose. 
God as well as his wisdom. Dr. B. will|‘‘ The wages of sin is death ; but the gift 
certainly ‘admit that the saints will enjoy | of God is eternal life.” Now as all have 
endless happiness. Those who are annihil-' sinned, it is clear from this passage, that all 
ated then, will be deprived of eydless Happi- , will receive the wages of sin, which is death. 
ness, that is, of an endless and infinite good. But death here cannot mean annihilation, 
Now on the Dr’s system, is it not cruel and , because none will acknowledge that all will 
unjust in God to deprive his creatures of am beannihilated. Ifall are to be struck out 
infinite good, especially as he contends that }OF @mistence, I demand, who will receive 
sin is only a finite evil ?{ Annihilation isthe gift of God, which is life eternal ? 
founded on principles purely vindictive. If Now these texts, instead of supporting Dr. 
men are punished for a limited period, and B’s sentiment, go directly to oppose it ; for 










this punishment is not designed to reform 
them, the punishment is crue] and vindic- 
tive. It rests upon the same foundation as 
endless misery. The Dr’s views, therefore, 
are the same in principle, with those he op- 


they plainly show that the word, death, sig- 
nifies nothing more than punishment or mis- 
ery. "Tis true the Dr, makes a distinction 
between this world and the next. He ap- 
pears to admit that these words may be us- 





and cannot be any better reconciled | ed to signify misery in this state ; but in 
with the divine character. If a limited vin-' the future he thinks they must mean anni- 
dictive punishment can be reconciled with hilation. But thie arbitrary distinction will 
we character of Deity, then anendiess pun- | not benefit bit, in ihe Kast. In both the 
ishment founded on the same principle can ' passages on which I ha¥e been remarking, 
be thus reconciled. The Dr. maintains that | it is expressly said that the sinner shall dite. 
endless misery is dishonourable to God, and , This death is mentioned asthe whole pun- 
as annihilation is the same in principle, that ishment ; and death in these passages must 
also must be dishonourabie to the divine have one meaning only. It must mean anni- 
Being. Thus does annihilation oppose the |; hilation, or something else. If it means an- 





wisdom and goodness of the Almighty, 


nihilation, it proves, as we have already 


But the whole strength of the doctrine of seen, vastly too much, and of course proves 


annihilation rests upon a few scripture ex- 


If these terms 
are not used in a sense strictly literal, Dr. 
B. acknowledges that annihilation is not 


eons ; and if it means something else, it 


‘ of Worcester has advanced and defended | pressions ; such as death, destruction, burned is totally foreign to his purpose. Dr. B. 
the doctrine of Annihilation in a volume of) up, perish, corruplion, &c. 


‘has no warrant to make the same word, in 
ithe same passage, mean sometimes misery, 
and sometimes annihilation, as best answers 


| supported by scripture. The fact that an-|his purpose. And unless he pursues this 


With all suitable deference to the stand-|nihilation rests only upon afew disp1ted course he can never prove his favorite doc- 
ing and talents of Dr. B. I will offer a few| words, is a strong, presumptive argument |trire from these passages. 


remarks upon the subject. 
the more pleasure, as the Dr. has exhibited 
the whole strength of the subject. He tells 


us himself that he has given a compressed dence. 
view of the arguments of several English | 
divines of great ability.*—Dr. B objects to| 


the doctrine of endless misery on the ground 
that it impeaches the character of God. 
But if endless misery impeaches divine 

oodness, annihilation does divine wisdom. 

t supposes that God created intelligent be- 
ings, and endued them with capacities capa- 
ble of endless improvement and endless hap- 
piness, but at last was under the necessity 
of striking them out of existence as so many 


This I do with! 


against its trath ; for it is unreasonable to 


suppose that God would leave such an im-! 


portant truth supported only by doubtful evi- 
As much stress is laid upon these 
terms, I will give them a brief examination. 

1, We will inquire into the meaning of 
the words, death, die, §c. ‘The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” ‘ The wages of sin 
is death.”” These texts are both quoted by 


Dr. B. to prove extinction of being. But. 
a moments reflection will convince any per- ' 


son of discernment, that they yield him no 
assistance. ‘“ The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” This language is general ; it does 


not apply to any particular person, but ex- 





"See Bancroft’s Sermons, p. 407. 





Sermons, p. 386, , 


It is demonstrably evident that the word 
death frequently signifies trouble or misery 
in the scriptures. When Pharach desired 
‘to be relieved from the plague of the locust, 
he besought Moses to deliver him from this 
death. St Paul in enumerating the suffer- 
ings to which he had been exposed, said he 
had been oft ir deaihs. But did Pharaoh 
entreat Moses to take annihilation from him, 
or did Paul mean that he had been often an- 
nihilated ? St. Paul uses the terms, death, 
‘die, &c. in many instances, where to under- 
stand them to mean annihilation, would make 
jargon ofthe passage. Thus he saith, “ You 
hath he quickened, who were dead in tress- 


| passes and sins.” “ She that liveth in pjeas- 
ure, is dead, while she liveth.” Jesus té 
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the church of Sardis says, “ thou livest, and! vor 


of annihilation. The wise man says, | ent degrees of pain before they are amMihi- 


art dead.” Death in these scriptures can-|‘‘there is a just man that perisheih in his | lated. But this is only contradicting what 


not mean annihilation, but punishment, | righteousness.” 
et says, “ the righteous perish, and no man | which he has cited to prove annihilation, 
layeth it to heart.” Isa. lvii. 1. 


trouble or misery. “The same may be said 
of the expression, “‘ second death.” The 


| 


Eccl. vii. 15. The proph- he has said elsewhere. Those scriptures 


Here per- , represent death, destruction, &c. as the whole 


simple phrase, second death, implies that it | ish is applied to the righteous, and none wiil| punishment. They do not say the soul that 


cannot mean annihilation, for no one will! pretend that they are annihilated. 


retend that people will be twice annihilated. | 
he second death is explained to signify the | meaning of the expressions, “ burned up,” | as the whole punishment, or the full wages 
lake of fire and brimstone. Now we are, &c. Under this head I shall notice only | of sin. But according to Dr. B. this death, 


told that certain characters will be cast into 
this lake of fire, and will be formented there, 
but not annihilated. 





The second death, | others. 


'sinneth shall be punished for a season, and 
4..We will endeavour to ascertain the! then shail die. They represent this death 


one passage, which being the strongest, will or annihilation as he understands it, is only 
supercede the necessity of remarking upon, a small part of the punishment. Those who 
Malachi says, “the day cometh have committed the smallest sin, and die im- 


therefore, like the first, does not mean anni-} which shall burn the wicked up ; it shall penitent, will, on his system, be annihilated, 


hilation, but trouble, punishment or misery. 
Many other passages might be cited to es- 
tablish this point, but it is thought unneces- 


*~. 
r. B, alludes to the old argument drawn 


from analogy, to prove the annihilation of 


the wicked. It is said that human govern- 
ments inflict death upon criminals, not to re- 
form them, but to put them out of existence. 
They are put to death as incurables. . But 
this analogy between human and the divine 
government will not hold good, unless we 
admit that the divine government is no more 
perfect than human governments are. What 
good earthly monarch would put his sub- 
jects to death, if he could easily reform 
them, and convert them to faithful subjects ? 
But this argument from the analogy of hu- 
man governments, if admitted, would prove 
too much. Human governments some times 
put men to death unjustly, and if we admit 
the argument, we must conclude that God 
will punish his creatures unjustly. 

2. We will endeavor to ascertain the im- 

ort of the words, destroy, destruction, §c. 

he Lord addressing his people by the 


mouth of his prophet, says, “ O, Israel, thou | 


hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thy 
help.” Hos. xiii. 9. If destroy means an- 
nihilation, how could Israel have help after- 
Wards ? Again, he says, “ My people are 
destroyed, for lack of knowledge.” Hos. iv. 
6. Here we learn that the term destroy, 
does not mean annihilation, but trouble or 
misery. Israel were destroyed by ignor- 
ance, that is, were involved in trouble and 
perplexity. David addressing the Almighty 
says, “Thou turnest man to destruction ; 
and sayest, return, ye children of men.” 
Ps. xc. 3. Destruction cannot mean anni- 
hilation in this passage, for after men are 
destroyed, they are commanded to return to 
God. Again, the Psalmist says, God re- 
deems our lives from destruction. Ps. citi. 
4, Will Dr. B. admit those who are anni- 
hilated, willé again be brought into being ? 
These passages are sufficient to fix the sig- 
nification of destroy. It certainly cannot 
signify annihilation ; consequently the sen- 
timent of Dr. B. can have no support from 
this term. 

3. The word perish is sometimes thought 
to favor annihilation. But the fact that this 


word is applied to the righteous as well as 
to the wicked, destroys the argument in fa- 


leave them neither root nor branch.””—Mal. iy. | Annihilation then is the punishment due to 
1. Although I am well persuaded that this | the smallest sin. If a person commit ten 
passage has a local application [ will wave | thousand crimes, he will be punished with 
the argument I might draw from hence and | suffering or misery for all his offences but 
proceed to show, that, let it apply to whom) one, or till his guilt is reduced to a level with 
it may, it gives no support to the scheme I| the smallest sin. Annihilation, therefore, 
am opposing. By the immediate connexion | instead of being the punishment due to, the 
we learn that the passage does not counte-, impenitent, is anly a very small part of that 
nance annihilation. Ifthe wicked are anni- | punishment ; it is only the punishment due 
hilated, they cease to be. ‘They are noth-/| to one sin and that the least. The Dr. ig 
ing, and of course can be innoplace. But! driven to this perplexity to meet this objec. 
the prophet after the wicked are said to be' tion, and this is tacitly giving up his system, 
burned up, says, that the righteous shall; Let him cease then to contend that annihi- 
tread them down, and they shall be as ash-| lation is the punishment due to the unre- 
es under the foot of the righteous. Verse! pentant, when according to his own ack- 
3. It is evident, therefore, that the wicked | nowledgment, it is only a very small part 
are not annihilated, for if they were not in’ of it. 
existence, they could not be under the feet; There are expressions in the scriptures, 
of the righteous. .* | which seem to express cessation of being, as 
The nature and design of this fire is de- | strongly at least as any term Dr. B. has 
scribed in the preceding chapter. The} gnoted, and still all will allow that they do 
prophet says, that Christ whose coming is, not mean annihilation. Thus it is said, 
hére spoken of, “ is like a refiner’s fire, and | “* Enoch walked with God, and was not, for 
fuller’s soap , and he shall sit as a refiner; God took him.” In this passage, the ex- 
and purifier of silver, and shall purify the | pression, was act, is more expressive of ex- 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and | tinction of being, than the terms death, de- 
silver, that they may ofler to the Lord an | stroy, &c. and yet no one ever thought of 


jection, and attempted to remove it by say- 





ofiering in righteousness.” By this pas-| 
sage we learn that this fire which is to burn 
up the wicked, instead of annihilating the 
unrighteous, is to purify and save them. 

5. Dr. B. attempts to prove his scheme 
from the word, corruplion, St. Paul to the 
Romans says, the whole creation shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption in- 
to the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.” Upon this passage I will only re- 
mark, that if corruption does not signify aa- | 
nihilation in the passage, it cannot favor Dr. ; 
B. and if it does mean annihilation, the wick- | 
ed will not always -be under its power as the 
Dr. supposes, for the whole creation will be 
delivered from it. I have now noticed the 
principal passages alleged by Dr. B. in sup- 
port of his hypothesis, and I trust it has been 
shown that.they yield no assistance to that 
doctrine. 

But there are other difficulties which lie 
at the bottom of his theory. If all who die 
impenitent, are to be annihilated there can 
be no degrees of punishment, which is di- 
rectly opposed to the scripture account of 
retribution. Dr. B. has anticipated this ob- 








ing, that men may be punished with differ- 





interpreting it to mean annihilation. 

The wicked must either be endless/y pun- 
ished, annihilated or restored, To prove one 
of these doctrines true, is to prove both of 
the others false. Now we have numerous 
passages which assert that all the nations, 
the families, and the kindreds of the earth 
shall be blessed in Christ ; that all nations 
shall worship before God ; that all flesh shall 
see his glory and salvaticn ; that every knee, 
shall bow, and every tongue confess the 
Lord ; that all things shall be gathered to- 
gether in Christ ; that the whole creation, 
shall be delivered from corruption ; that sin, 
and even death, the last enemy, shall be de- 
stroyed ; that God shall be all in all ; that 
as many as die in Adam, shall be made alive 


by Christ ; that every creature in heaven,. 


on earth, and under the earth shall’ ascribe 
praise to God ; that the Lord will not con- 
tend for ever, cast. off for ever, or be always 
wroth, for he is the Saviour of all men, es+ 
pecially of those that beliéve. These pas 
sages and'all others which go to prove the 
“ restitution of all things, are so many de 
rect proofs that the wicked will not be anti-: 
hilated. a 


But after all Dr. B. has said in favor of: 
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annihilation, it is difficult to tell what his 
views are upon the subject. At one time,* 
he insis‘s that it would be dishonorable in 
God to threaten a punishment, and not in- 
flict it. He maintains that annihilation is 
«hreatened upon the wicked, and the verac- 
ity Of God is pledged to execute it. At an- 


other time,t he tells us that Adam was/|in Christ, is merely nominal ; who do not tems are known, 


(Jesus and the resurrection,” implics| with the mere name of some particular doc~ 
| something more, than to hold him up, as a trine. They haye rested their hopes on an 
‘perfect moral example ; for, he is emphati- | Jsm, instead of believing and hoping in 
| cally “the Saviour. of the world.” But Curisr; and, be it remembered, that, 
there are some, of all denominations, we ' where people look no deeper than to: behold 
| have reason to apprehend, not even except- the name ot a system, that of “‘ Universalism’’ 
ing Universalists, whose profession of faith is no better, than these, by which other sys- 
Hence it is, that this de- 


threatened with annihilation in case of| know the worth and preciousness of his doc- scription of professors are frequently made 


transgression, but that all men are redeemed 
from it by Jesus Christ.. What our author 
means to convey by this, I am unable to 
determine. If he meafis that Christ has re- 
deemed all men from that very annihilation, 
which, he thinks, is now threatened upon 
the wicked, then it is certain they will not 
suffer it, as he frequently asserts. But if 
he means that all men were threatened with 
annihilation for the sin of Adam, but have 
been redeemed from it by Jesus Christ, 
then he must admit a transfer of guilt, and 
according to his own assertion, the veracity 
of God is impeached ; and I may add his 
own system is rendered extremely doubtful, 
for if men have been redeemed from annihi- 
lation once, when it was justly their due, 
they may be again, and thus his whole 
scheme is based upon contingency. 

I have now closed what I had to offer up- 
on Dr. B’s defence ofannihilation. Though 
{ admire the candor and christian temper 
which the Dr. maintains throughout his 
treatise, I cannot but regard his reasoning 
in defence of annihilation as inconcluSve. 
In writing these remarks, I have endeavor- 
ed to avoid whatever would be considered 
diifair or personal. I now submit to the 
public, hoping they may promote the inter- 
est of truth.—U. Magazine. 





*pp. 389,390. pp. 416, 417. 
THE TEST OF RELIGION. 

« And the rain descended, and the floods caine, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house ; 
and it fell not ; for tt was founded upon a rocl:.”’ 
Mat. vii. 25. 

We are’solemnly reminded by the conclu- 
ding part of our Saviour’s Sermon on the 
Mount, that the religion which he taught, is 
productive of “ good works.” A mere pro- 
fession of Christianity, without an experi- 
mental knowledge of its moral requirements 
and a willingness to observe and practice 
them, is of little consequence : nay, it is cal- 
culated to deceive the professor, or prove 
him a real hypocrite. 

The text before us, may be understood as 
@ parable or comparison. 

1. As an “ house” or dwelling place is de- 
signed for the convenience of its occupants, 
80 is the christian religion happily calculated 
to bless and accomodate those, who heartily 
espouse it. The faith, and hope, and char- 
ity of the christian, as really rest on Jrsvs 
Curtst. as a building does on its foundation. 
Christ is “ the end of the law for righteous- 


trine. For, those only, who “ hear his say- to renounce a doctrine, in which they ney- 
ings and do them,” can enter into, ‘and en- er, in reality believed. And I appeal to the 
| joy, the spirit of his religion. And anheart- sober judgment of all, whether these re- 
| felt, genuine faith in the Saviour, as *‘ that nunciations, in nine cases out of ten, do nat 
| Spiritual Rock,” on which are grounded take place among those who were a con- 
‘our dearest interests, and from . which flow stant dishonour to the order, whose senti- 
our sweetest joys is most conducive to prac- ments they professed. 
tical piety. ; 4, But we are also informed that “ the 
2. The difference between a genuine, and winds blew and beat upon that house, and 
@ spurious profession of religion, may be as- it fell not, for it was founded upon a rock.” 
certained, not only by the fruits which are — ‘“ The winds” must be undestood figura- 
immediately produced, but by an examina- Keely, as representing false doctrines, St. 
tion into the condition of the professor, Paul exhorted the Ephesians “to be ho 
under various circumstances ; especially, more children, tossed to and fro and carried 
in seasons of affliction and trial—If we un- about by every wind of doctrine.” Now it 
derstand the descending “ rains” to repre- should be observed, that, all partial doctrines 
sent the afilictions mm | judgments which are opposed to the Universal Grace of God. 
visit the people, the comparison will not be We do not say that all the advocates for 
inappropriate. For, while the nominal, im- these different doctrines, however false they 
moral professor is expédsed to the severity may be in theory, are wicked men, or are, 
of the pelting storm, the experimental be- | from any sinister, motives, opposed to the 
liever has a covert to which he can resort. ' truth ; but we simply declare the fact, that 
To hin, Jesus is “‘ as an hiding place from they form a common union to oppose the 
the wind, and a covert from the tempest ;' benevolent system, which embraces them, as 
as rivers of water ina dry place; as the well as all other men, in the arms of its 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land;”’ _| kindness 


Or, if “‘the rains”? which ‘descended’ 
are supposed to represent the severe re-| 
proofs and denunciations, which stand forth 
in the divine record, and are proclaimed by 
the ministers of truth, against the habitually 
ungodly, the analogy will be equally striking, 
The servant of God, having accustomed 
himself to an upright, honest, . virtuous, and | 
temperate course of life, will feel composed ' 
| and trancuil, as it respects himself, while the , 
tempest of merited rebukes is beating upon 
those of different characters and habits. 
The one is enjoying the approbation of a 
conscience void of offence ; but the other is 
painfully writhing in shame and confusion 
of face.—These are stubborn facts, which 
speak to the hearts and consciences of ev- 
ery candid reader. OP? 

3. Though all men are changeable, and 
liable to alter their opinions, in matters of 
religion as well as other things, and are not, 
for a mere change of belief, to be treated 
with rudeness or disrespect, still, there are 
cases, in which the pretended change, ex- 
poses the insincerity and hollowness of the 
former profession. Such instances occur, 
when people cannot endure opposition and 
contradiction from their enemies. The 
“ floods’? of opposition wash away the 
foundation of “ sand,’”’ on which they have 
built the “ house” of their religion. In- 
stead of examining the divine testimony, like 





ness, to every one who believeth.” He is 
the resurrection and the life.” To preach 


the “ noble Bereans, to see whether these 
thing’ are so,” they have been satisfied 





\ 


The doctrines taught by Predestinarians, 
or Calvinists im general, may be compared 
with what Geographers. call ‘ periodical 
winds ;” which blow one half the time in 
one direction, and the other halfin the op- 
posite direction. So it is with the preach- 
ers of partial election and reprobation.— 
They preach Calvinism one half the day; 
and Arminianism the other. They blow out 
a doctrine, which curries all the elect to heav= 
en, and all the reprobates to hell. These 
doctrines, by shifting r changing their di- 
rection, produce effects, resembling the 
hurricanes which are occasioned by thé 
shifting of the monsoons or periodical winds, ; 
for they excite the most alarming fears in 
the elect, (who were foreordained to eternal 
life,) lest they should be finally lost. Thesé 
men throw a whole town or country into tu- 
mult and commotion, by contradicting their 
own system, and maintaining that thos6 
whom God determined for salvation, are, ip 
danger of being cast into hell ; and thal 
reprobates who were pre-doomed to final 
misery, may repent and go to heaven, con- 
trary toJehovah’s decree !! And since thé 
above named preaching has become a trade, 
by which men fare sumptuously every day, 
and yet, in many instances become wealthy, 
we discover no impropriety in calling such 
doctrinesy" the shifting trade winds” of thé 
church, a ee 

But there are “ variable winds,” which 
are subject to rio regularity 6f duration of 
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to change. Such are the doctrines of vari- 
ous denominations, who either are without 
any definable system of doctrine, or do not 
adhere to any. They preach a little of ev- 
éry thing ; a compound of bread and meat, 
and milk, and water ; some Jaw, and some 
gospel ; a part grace, and a part works ; 
at one moment, that you can-not do any 
thing whatever towards your eternal salva- 
tion, and et the next, tht unless you do all 


which God has commanded, you will be de-_ 


stroyed or damned forever ; for, say they, 
we must all be judged and rewarded, in 
eternity, according to our works on earth. 
If these are not variable winds, what are 
they ?, No matter by whomthey are put 
in motion ; whether by Methodists, Free- 
willers, Christian Baptists, Free Thinkers, 
or whatever name people may assume. 


trines are variable, and as such, opposed to 
the doctrine of Christ, which like the con- 
stant wind,” always moves in one direcltion— 
from earth towards heaven. It is evident 
that these variable breezes move the light 


objects first ; but are not likely to demolish mother tells him she has something good for; 


the system of doctrine, which is established 
on Jesus, the rock of ages. Or, they unite 
with “ the rains” and “ the floods,” and as- 
sist in detecting hypocritical professors, by 
bringing down the house, which was not 
constructed of the durable materials of a 
Saviour’s doctrine ; but composed of mere 

retensions, and ‘founded on a sandy—Ism. 
By the influence of these doctrines we see 
the house of the foolish professer ‘‘ fall” — 
not that he may finally perish, but be made 
holy by the wonder-workfng power of God. 
Nor have we reason to doubt, that God su- 
per-directs all these occurrences for the 
production of benevolent ends. To con- 
clude. We profess to be impartial in prin- 
ciples of doctrine ; and are not these re- 
marks strictly impartial. We have laid the 
axe at the root of the tree, and condemned 
the insincerity and wickedness of some pro- 
fessed Universalists, and the erroneus prac- 
tices of other denominations. If others 
have cause of complaint, our own Order has 
much greater cause ; for, it is customary, 
in these days, for preachers to be less se- 
vere upon their own, than other denomimi- 
nations.. Let him that readeth understand ; 
and OBEY GoD. Chr. Intelligencer. 

Mlustrations of Lying, in all its Branches. 

By Amevia Opie. 

th. is a book, that we fear few of us can 
look in the face without blushing. Mrs. 
Opie is a moralist of the most unsparing ve- 
racity. She has no idea of letting things 
pass because they are small ; or winking at 
sins because they are little, nor is she wil- 
ling that they should be called by any but 
their right names. A good name to a bad 


blackguard,—a passport to better company 


If falsehoods. 
they preach such contradictions, their doc- of managing their children is a piece of 


| Opie, accordingly, does not taik of fibbing, 
and quizzing, and shamming, and telling 
‘untruths, and saying the thing one ought 
| not : she speaks outright of lies and lying, 
and reprobates the whole tribe, white lies 

and all. : 
| There is one class of lies, which we are 
‘a little surprised did not attract a larger 
share of Mrs. Opie’s attention—lies told by 
parents to their children. 
the slight regard in which strict truth isheld 
among mankind, is principally owing to the 
‘lies which are told to children by their par- 
ents during the few first years of their lives. 
Many persons who have a great abhorrence 
of lying, and whip their children if they de- 
‘tect them in it, yet make no scruple of tell- 
ing and ge them the most atrocious 
yith many, the whole business 


-mere artifice and trick. They are cheated 
in their amusements, cheated in their food, 
cheated in their dress. Lies are told them 
‘to get them to do any thing which is disa- 
i;greeable. Ifa child is to take physic, the 


‘him to drink ; if recusant, she says she will 
send for the doctor to cut off his ears, or 
' pull his teeth, or that she will go away and 
\leave him, and a thousand things of the 
same kind, each of which may deceive once, 
_and answer the present purpose, but will in- 
i variably fail afterwards, Parents are too 
| apt to endeavor to pacify thcir children by 
| making promises they never intend to per- 
form. G they wish, for instance, to take 
away some eatable which they fear will be 
injurious, they reconcile them by the prom- 
ise of a ride, or a walk, or something else 
which will please them, but without any in- 
tention of gratifying them. This is lying, 
downright lying. People think nothing of 





| performance be not perfectly convenient.— 


breaking their promises to children, if the 


ut they are the last persons to whem prom- 
ises should be broken, because, they cannot 
comprehend the reason, if there be one, 
why they are not kept. Such promises 
should be scrupulously redeemed, though at 
a great inconvenience, and even when in- 
advertently made. For the child’s moral 
habit is of infinitely more consequence than 
any such inconvenience can be to the par- 


ent.—U, S. Review and Literary Gaz. 





OUR CHILDREN. 

Parents I exhort you to love your chil- 
dren. Make them as happy as is consistent 
with innocence. Remember that the peri- 
ods of childhood and youth soon pass away ; 
and that they ought not to be deprived of 
any satisfactions which of right belong to 
them. Let your government be mild and 
equable. Provoke not your children to an- 
ger, lest they be discouraged. Irritate not 
their tempers with severity ; torture not 
their hearts with eruelty. The love of pow- 


We believe that | 


are in danger of displaying too much in the 
management of their children, and of exact- 
ing from them too slavish a submission, 
The wills of children should be regulated, 
but not broken. Be careful, therefore, 
whilst you aim to make them modest and 
obedient, that you do not render them tifi- 
dent and servile ; that you do not stifle man- 
liness of sentiment, and heroism of conduct ; 
that you do not disqualify them from serv- 
ing their country as seamen and soldiers, as 
statesmen and orators. But in avoiding this 
extreme, guard at the same time against an 
excessive indulgence, an error which ig 
equally pernicious. Do not for the sake of 
gratifying them in a present moment, lay up 
for them many future years of bitter repent- 
ance. 

Though the minds of children may be in- 
nocent, yet they are not previous to instruc- 
tion, positively virtuous. They are a soil 
where every kind of seed will vegetate. 
Now the air is filled with the seeds of vice ; 
pluck up, therefore, the weeds of evil as 
soon as they appear ; be constantly employ- 
ed in cultivating the manners, the under- 
standings, and the hearts of your offspring, 


tors, be passed under your own eyes. 
not your children be educated in the street, 
learping impure and profane language, and 


some, 








them pious christians and good men. 


portant charge, and that the welfare of your 
country depends on your domestic dicipline; 
for the best and wisest laws will avail little — 
in acountry where family government is 
generally neglected. 

On the other hand, children ought to love, 
obey and honour their parents. Let your 
mother, in particular, who, in your tender 
years, has the more immediate charge of 
you, be on earth the most sacred object of 
your affections. Let her be your first friend 
and chief confidant. Conceal nothing from 
her, but make her acquainted with the com- 
pany which you keep, the books which you 
read, and even the faults which you com- 
mit! Happy is the son, and particularly hap- 
py is the daughter, who are not afraid to 
communicate to their mother their most se- 
cret thoughts. Whilst they remain thus art- 
less and disguised, they are free from dan- . 
ger. Children, obey your parents in your 
youth, but when you are no longer under 
their care, let not your reverence abate. If 
by the providence of God you should rise 
above them in the world, grow not ashamed 
of them. Whlie they are bending under the 
infirmities of old age, still continue to treat 








Slockiges like a good coat on the back of a 


than any to which he has a right. 3. 


er is so natural to man, that even parents 


them with respect, as well as-affection. 





Let the hours which are not spent in the ~ 
schools of judicious and enlightened precep- | 
Let © 


where they will be in constant danger of © 
of becoming rude, mischievous and quarrel- ~ 
Yn fine, bring up your chiidren inthe num 
ture apd admonition of the Lord; make : 
member that you are entrusted with Py, 4 
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PROVIDENCE, 
Sarorvay, Decemser 16, 1826. 





-_—— 


** Earnestly contend for the faith.” 
LEE EAT RRA 
pcp The Editor being absent the last week, 
this Number has been made up by the Publish- 


ers. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 


An examination of facts, relating to the contro- 
versy between the Eviror of the CurisT1aNn 
Inrexicencer and the late Epiror ofthe 
TsLescorpe AND MIscELLaNny. 

(conrincen From Pace 107.) 


The remarks of Mr. Streeter, to which we | 
would now invite the attention of the reader, civility.” 
were published in the Intellizencer Sept. 16, | 





roper construction’on T’s. | » as 
r. S. himself, his denial therefore, (ad- 
mitting that T. did aim a deadly blow, &c.) 
could only be viewed by the reader, as a tac- 
it participation in the error, charged upon 
T. and if T. did not aim, &c. Mr. S’s deni- 
al of the fact, was of no consequence what- 


judge by whom the first attack was made 
sad witther any thing had previously trans- 
pired to warrant the publication by Mr. 8.. 
of such scandalous remarks. 

This piece was followed, ‘on our part by 
an article headed Christian Intelligencer, 
(See No. 7, page 54) which it would be use- 


ever, as it is to be presumed that T. was ca-" less here to copy, as it may be easily referr- 


pable of correcting the error, without the aid 
of Mr. 8. But has T. ever done this ? 
No! But his neglect so to do, carries the 
conviction, that the charge was a true one. 
Ill, He asks, “ might we not hope that 
the publication of the reply, would be for 
the [their] interest in another respect, b 
showing them, that civiltzation should prece 
revelation! Or, that newspaper scribblers 
should be governed by the rules of common 
This mighty sentence may be 
fairly embraced in the following : 1, The Ed- 


under the head of Christian Telescope. The H itors of the Telescope are no Gentlemen, but 


expressions made use by him, at this time, | 


we shall now attempt briefly to notice, and 
ist. ‘The charge, that in his opinion, the 
Telescope is not “ edited by an association 
of Gentlemen.”” What was the real meaning 
of Mr, S. when he penned this sentence, we 
are as ignorant as our readers, but when the 
paragraph was first read by us, we consider- 
ed hia meaning this,—the Telescope is not 
edited by Gentlemen. This conclusion, we 
derived, principally, from the particular man- 
ner in which the sentence was put in type, 
the word Gentlemen, being printed in Italics, 
denoting, that, to be the emphatic word in 
thesentence, Such being his meaning, how 
could we possibly view it in any other light, 
than a direct slander upon our characters ? 
Such we considered it, and as such treated it. 
If we have wronged him, in this instance, he 
must not lay the sin to our charge, as the 
sentence was of his own making, for which 
we are in no way answerable. 

lf. His charge that we have endeavored 
to keep the true statement of facts, from the 
knowledge of our readers. But will Mr. S- 
point out the portion of truth, which we have 
concealed? He tells us, to be sure, that his 
rejected communication, was calculated to 
remove wrong impressions from the mind of 
the public ; as it denied that Theophilan- 
thropist, had “‘ aimed a deadly blow at the 
system of divine revelation,” and assured 
the public that T. did not mean to oppose, 
ke, but, simply, disagreed with some others, 
as to the meaning of divine inspiration. His 
communication we did conceal from the eyes 
ofthe public, but we have yet to learn, that 
we kept them froma knowledge of the facts, 
by so doing ; and Ist, because we doubt ex- 
tremely whether any person, would have 
been able to have gleaned the facts stated by 
Mr. 8. for the communication, encumbered 
as it was by such a host of abusive epithets, 
&c, 2. Were even that possible, as we con- 
ceive, it would have answered no good pur- 
pose, a it is to be presumed the Editors, 
and the public, were as capable of putting a 


mere suspicions. 
tates not to charge (not the Editors but) the 
publisher, who never injured him, with prac- 
tising deceit upon his readers, by pretending 
that his paper was edited by an association of 
gentlemen, when in fact it was conducted 
a beardless, inexperienced youth. Mr. 





mere newspaper scribblers. 2. They are 
ignorant of the respect due to my character, 
and have the arrogance to treat me as their 
equal. These charges deserve no comment, 
the first being abuse in plain language, and 
the second betraying the marked language 
of egotism. As such they were treated, and 
as such they will ever be treated. 

IV. He notices our 2 reasons for not in- 
serting his communication ; we give it in his 
own words as follows, ‘It is, that the Edi- 


tor, (Our humble self,) wrote without a mo- 
ment 
sideration, we should look up and bless our 
stars, that our &c. guardian friends, did not 
expose us to public ridicule.” 
must say is a true statement of the case, as 
to save him from ridicule, was our professed 
object. 
our guardianship, perhaps he might have 
saved himself from the after difficulties, in 
which he is involved. As it is, we should 
think he might in gratitude for our services, 


s reflection ; and that after a little con- 
This we 


If he had continued passive under 


have treated us rather more politely, but as 


what is passed cannot be recalled, we shall | 
content ourselves, if he will but choose some 
other guardian for the future, as we like 
neither the trust nor the ward. 





ed to. Suffice it to say, we treated Mr. S. 
as we thought he deserved, giving at the 
same time a plain statement of our reasons, for 
rejecting his communication. We have. 
nothing to regret of what we then said, but 
still believe that he was treated as he de- 
served, in reply to his unprovoked attack 
upon us ORIGEN. 
(TO BE. CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY: 
“(1 AM HOLIER THAN THOU.” 
“ What then, are we better than they 7” 
Romans iii. 9. 
In the writings of that eminent apostle and 
former persecutor, St. Paul, there is a more 
luminous display of the doctrines and duties 


to be believed and practised, and which he 
says he was taught by the revelation of Je- 


sus Christ, than by any other writer in the 
New Testament ; and one of the doctrines 


which appears to be the most clear, and it 
would seem the most undeniable, is that of 


universal and impartial grace, yet how often. 
is it that professed christians make an at-. 


tempt to do away the plain and simple state- 
ments of this apostle of our Lord ; that they 
should in some smalj! degree satisfy them- 
selves is not strange, for they have the ex- 
ample of the Pharigees in our Saviour’s 
time, which is very ancient authority ; they 


pride themselves much inf’ our day on their 


own obedience, on their own piety and holi- 
ness, and vainly imagine that this secures to 
them the favour of Jehovah. The reader 
cannot possibly discover any difference of 
consequence between the Pharisees of old 
and a large body of professing christians in 
our day, if he will studiously examine the 
declarations of our Saviour and other writers 
of the New Testament, and diligently ob- 


V. &last, His charge that “the Editors of | serve the faith and practice of many of our. 


the paper is conducted mainly by an inexpe- 
rienced, beardless youth.” 
stone of the whole piece! Where did Mr. 


This is the cap- 


S. derive this information ? Ans. From his 
Yes! and Mr. S. hesi- 


& 


may well “ thank his stars” that he is not call- 
ed upon by the publisher to answer for his 
base attempt to injure him, at the bar of his 
country. 

We have now given the sum and substance 
of this article, and we leave the reader to 








the Telescope are merely nominal, and that | brethren, The apostle Paul, in the 3d chap, 
| of his Epistle to the Romans, cannot be mis- 
understood. His language is so plain, posi- 
tive and definite, that the doctrine of salya- 
tion by works is clearly and totally discard- 
ed, and were it not for 
idea would not exist in the mind of a single 
human being who believes the scriptures to 
be a sufficient rule of faith and practice ; 
and I would particularly invite all such to an 
attentive and careful perusal of all the 
writings of St. Paul, and in a particular man- 
ner his Epistle to the Romans. 
verse of 3d chap. the apostle, speaking of 
the Jews, says, “For what if some did not 
believe ; sha’l their unbelief make the faith 
of God without effect ?” It will be perceiv- 
ed by the reader that this is a question, and 


spiritual pride, the 


In the 3d 
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the very next words are, ‘ God forbid : yea, 
let God be true, but every man a liar; as it 
is written, that thou mightest be justified in thy 
sayings, and mightest overcome when thou 
art judged.” It appears to me impossible 
that such language should be misunderstood. 
But what is to be understood by the faith of 
God? Can the Supreme, self-existent and 
eternal Jehovah believe any thing ? We can- 
not suppose it possible that a being infinite 
in wisdom, knowledge and power, can be- 
lieve ; then the declaration faith of God, 
must be his eternal and immutable promise. 
In the 16th verse of the 4th chap. of this 
epistle are “the following words : “ There- 
fore it is of faith, that it might be by grace ; 
to the end the promise might be sure fo all 
the seed: not to that only which is of the 
law, but to that also which is of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all.” 

The reader is now called to an examina- 
tion of the 9th and 10th verses of the 3d 
chap. What then, are we better than they ? 
(the Jews.) No, ‘in no wise : for we have 
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin ; as it is written, there 
is none righteous, no, not one :” And for a 
picture of mankind universally a number cf 
the succeeding verses may be read, the rea- 


professed disciple of the meekand lowly Sa- 
viour, to be continually boasting of his or 
her goodness, - BEREAN. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION. 
" At the last session of the General Assem- 
bly a charter was granted to the Baptist 
State Convention, to hold funds to the a- 
mount of ¢ 50,000, for Missionary and Edu- 
cation purposes. I was present when the 
petition for this charter was read, and I must 
say that I did not think there was a body of 
men, in the State founded by Roger Wil- 
liams, who would ask for such a charter, and 
my. fears were excited least the Assembly 
should appoint a committee on the subject, 
who would report favourably ; but when 
Messrs. Earle and Tillinghast, (our new 
representatives) were named for this com- 
mittee and were appointed, my fears all van- 
ished, and I rested perfectly satisfied, until 
their report was made ; which was in favour 
of granting the prayer of the petition. The 
members of our State Legislature appear to 
me not to understand the purposes and ob- 
jects of such institutions ; and as it was the 
first request of the kind which I believe has 
ever come before them, one weuld have 





der is also requested to read to the end of 
the 5th chap. 


thought more deliberation should have mark- 
ed the proceedings of the Assembly on the 


How and why is it, that there are so many | subject. Mr. Hazard, of Newport, made a 
of our race who are centinually saying by | remark which was calculated to produce a 
their conduct, I am holier than thou, stand by. | discussion on the merits -of the petition, but 
What do wnigh mae wr o— ? ~ they | little or nothing was said, of course the char- 
practice more humiltly, which they all say 1s| ter was granted. Subsequently, and during 
a great christian virtue, if not the greatest ? the session, Mr. Hazard moved to refer toa 
Is the law of — more = poo tongues | — committee the expediency of revising 
than on others ? Is mercy, the darling attri-; and amending the 27th section of the Tax 
bute of the great Divinity, practiced . them | Act. Under this clause he believed a great 
alone / _ xg | yore just than their —— | deal of property, was sheltered unfairly which 
bours ? Even if these questions could in| was not devoted to the purposes implied. A 
truth be all answered in the affirmative, does | committee was raised for this re cr to re- 
it become a disciple of Christ to boast of his| port at the next session. Our legislators 
goodness and attempt to make it out that _cannot be too cautious in acting on petitions 
mankind, on account of their viléness can | for charters, profissedly for religious purpo- 
Som be 4 ert ~~ broagnt to the a sos, ey is ge whee the case that the 

ge of the truth, when in fact some of these | principal object of many sects is to aggran- 
very persons, have been as bad in their lives, | dise themselves, more than to pucmelgitic 
as those they choose to denominate “the |the mild and peaceable religion of the Sa- 
wicked.” In conversation it has frequently | viour of the world, and Wear Laistetets ma 
been said to me, by members of churches | ally wish to benefit the whole community, let 
where the oat are v4 — rk | axes establish Free Schools throughout the 
ty is pretended to be believed, “I could wil-| State. 
lingly admit the truth of universal grace, ifit} I am not opposed to a suitable protection 
was not for such and such characters, who | tp all denominations among us, but I cannot 
are so vile and wicked, Well we will give | see the propriety of establishing Missionary, 
you a criterion : look info your own hearts,' and sectarian Education societies by law, 


and to the actions of your own lives, and see if} 
there is any thing by which to claim an eter- 
hity of happiness ; and then frankly ac-, 
friowledge, that if you are ever brought to a 
state of unsullied felicity, it will be by grace 
alone, and you will be able. to discover how 


and I well remember, some years since a 
certain society introduced a charter into the 
Assembly containing their peculiar articles 
of faith ; and Mr. Bull, then a member from 

ewport, was of opinion they ought to apply 
to the Pope of Rome, and not tu our Assem- 





all mankind may be saved; and above all bly, to grant them such a charter ; and they 





tlo not any longer take the examples of the|could not obtain what they asked for. I 
Pharisees of old to , eee after ; for you should be as, willing the Baptists shonld | 
hiiuat be fully satisfied it does mot become a’ have such a charter as any other denomina-| 


* 


tion, and any other as the Baptists. In 
granting this, charter the Assembly have 
opened a door for the application of all other 
denominations ; and as money is power, they 
should be cautious how they give any relig- 
ious body the power of holding more than 
may be absolutely necessary for the support 
of public worship. 
A Ruope-Isianver. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A pious old lady not long since, in con- 
versation with others, all opposers of God’s 
Universal Grace, observed that “for her 
part she did not think the Universalist sen- 
timents were so bad as many thought they 
were, now” says she, “there’s the Lencas 
terian Universalists, I’ve no objection to 
them.”’ The good cld lady no doubt referrs 
ed to those who adopted the peculiar views 
of the venerated Winchester. It may how- 
ever, be said of her, she “is not far from 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
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ADDRESS. 











FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, |. 
“An Address to the Members of Universalist 
Socteties. 

Breturen.—I feel it my duty to addvesy 
you on a subject, which I trust will be inter- 
esting to all your hearts. It is asubject that 
has not been particularly considered in any 
publication, to which I am a fsubscriber; 
and I am apprehensive it has not been, by 
any one, devoted to the Abrahamic. faith 
Hence I may write, without being suspecte 
of plagaivism ; and without the mortification 
of seeing my original productions, employed 
by many, as mere eztracts from old authors, 

And furthermore: should any thing ap- 
pear in my address, which may savour of 
improper interference with the concerns of 
others, I wish not to have such improprieties 
charged to any one’s account, but my own. 
With these preliminaries I will proceed to 
the execution of my design, with the hope 
of being intelligible, without being offensive: 

My subject, Brethren, relates to the course 
which should be pursued by Univers list 8 - 
ctelies; in order to accelerate the influence an 
usefulness of the Gospel Ministry. The du- 
ties of Christian ministers have been fre* 
quently defined and enforced. That socie- 
ties should be organized and continued in 
operation—that the members should adorn 
their profession by amiable lives and conver- 
sation—that a regular and suitable support 
should be given to the preached word, &c. 
are positions, too undeniable and well sus- 
tained, to require a moment’s discussion. 
Still there is an evident deficiency in the 
plans and practices of our societies, in rela- 
tion to rendering the ministry of life, effec- 
tive and profitable. There are certain im- 
perfections which must be remedied, before 
“this ministry” .can answer the high pur; 
poses of which ft ig capable: Having ha 





_- 


a pre! 
quan 
feelin, 
setts, 
mysel 
this 
it be } 
which 
innoct 
juriou 

One 
newly 
to em 
ced pl 
tion, 1 
er on 
ance s 
nothin 
somet 
to the 
ciation 
place 
to “ I 
prope’ 
er it } 
old, p 
er tha 
ments 
rity, f 
an old 
are al 
left in 
a you 
might 
as mi 


* HOPE 


ciety. 
@ pers 
mous 
when 
obtair 
tra-e% 
gener 
urifav 
the us 
er, by 
tivity 
thing 
of mi 
neigh 
hear 
Pleas 
germo 
claim 
a god 
Unive 
“ revi 
and fi 
ing, 3 
are di 
perm: 
comp: 
tard-s 
the m 
night. 
An 
Tecate 
Prea 





Ta 
mauve 
ther 
they 
lige 
than 
port 


con- 
od’s 

her 
sen- 
they 
Case 
n to 
terre 
lews 
10W= 
from 


| 





* PE to the benefit and increase of the so- 





CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 





127 


- 





_— 





—$—»— 





a pretty fair opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the regulations, practices and 
feelings of various societies, in Massachu- 
setts, New-Hampshire, and Maine, I think 
myself qualified to judge as accurately of 
this matter, as laymen in general. And let 
it be remarked, bet, I attribute the errors, ; 
which I shall attempt to expose, to the most 
innocent of all causes that are manifestly in- , 
jurious in their effects. 


—<<—— 


ber of Sabbaths, but it is a part of the en- 
gagement that they shall exchange, at least, 
one day of four, with some aged or popular 
minister. What, let me ask, brethren, can 
be more disheartening and discouraging to 
a young man of talents ? Such things at the 
outset, paralyze the energies of his soul. 
He cannot come before his employers, with 
any degree of confidence, or hope of useful- 
ness. He sees himself undervalued at the 





whom the society had employéd, for a few 

bbaths, for a scanty recompense. What 
think you, gentle reader, must have been his 
feelings on witnessing the extravagant com- 
pliments which were paid to his senior bro- 
ther, for a common-place, every-day dis- 
course ? Could he stand before that audience, 
or the moiety of it which might see fit. to at- 
tend worship on the succeeding Sabbath, 
(for this was Friday evening,) and speak 


One leading error in the calculations of a| very beginning ; and can never act himself, ; with any confidence, energy, or hope of be- 


newly organized Society, is, a determination | 
to employ some popular and long experien- 
ced preacher or none. People run of a no- 
tion, that their prosperity depends altogeth- 
er on the number that happens to ccunten- 
ance some of their first meetings; than which, 
nothing could be more incorrect. There is 
something, it is true, peculiarly gratifying 
to the pride and ambition of religious asso- 
ciations, to see multitudes thronging the 
place af worship, and then, as the saying is, 
to “‘have the ministerial work done up in 
proper style.” But the question is, wheth- 
er it is good policy, to be ‘set on having an 
old, popular preacher, a iew sabbaths, rath- 
er than to employ aman of good acquire- 
ments, though of Jess experience and celeb- 
rity, fora much longer time. By employing 
an older preacher at great expense, the funds 
are at once exhausted, and the society is 
left in disorder and inactivity; whereas, had 
a younger man been encouraged, a meeting 
might have been maintained twice or thrice 
as many Sabbaths, and, probably, much 


ciety. What propriety is there, in engaging 
a person from a great distance, at an enor- 
mous expence, to preach a few Sabbaths, 
when there is,not the least prospect of ever 
obtaining his constant services? The ex- 
tra-excitement produced by such labors, are 
generally succeeded by a re-action highly 
unfavorable to the society, by preventing 
the usefulness of less eminent gifts; or rath- 
er, by leaving the people in a state of inac- 
tivity and languor. It never argues any 
thing in favor of our common cause, to hear 
of mighty movements, when the people of 
neighboring villages, turned out en masse, to 
hear the Rev. Mr. Famous, or Rev. Br. 
Pleaseail, and listened to a trim-my-course 
sermon, with all-devouring attention, ex- 
claiming at the close, ‘‘ It was the voice of 
agod.and not of man.” Such things among 
Universalists, answer to what are called 
“revivals,”’? among the orthodox, methodists 
and free-willers. The effects of such preach- 
ing, are commonly as evanescent as they. 
are dazling. ‘Fhey are unlike the genuine, 
permanent increase of the gospel truth, which 
compared to the slow, silent growth of “ mus- 
tard-seed and “ an ear of corn,” and not to 
the mushroom that comes to maturity in one 
hight, and disappears in the morning. 
Another error, not much less to be dep- 
recated, is, that in some instances, young 





Preachers are employed. for 3 certain num- 


under such circumstances. 
It is no uncommon thing to hear people 
inquire of their preacher, how long it will be 


' 


ing useful? Must he not have been aware 
that, however richly his sermon might be 
interspersed with original arguments, it 


before the time will arrive for the exchange | would appear “ nothing worth” in the eyes 
to take place ; and excuse themselves for | of those, who were accustomed to estimate 


| having neglected public worship, by saying 
the distance is too great to the Meeting- 


house, for them often to attend, unless they 
can have-an opportunity of hearing ‘“ some 


jof our great guns !”? Are not such things 


as wounding to the feelings of a young min- 
ister, whose soul is alive to the interests of 
religion, as they are inexcusable in those who 
broach them ? How can it be expected that 
the “ striplings of our Israel’? will ever rise 
to eminence, if their youthful exertions are 
thus treated with contempt ? An exchange 
of ministerial services is proper, and, if pru+ 
dently brought about, may be highly useful. 
But when exchanges take place to gratify a 
few religious idlers and to call out the mem- 
bers of a society, that would otherwise neg- 
lect the house of worship, and this too, un- 
der such circumstances as to wound and dis- 
éourage thé heart of a youthful preacher, 
over whom the game is played, they are not 
only useless, but extremely hurtful in their 
general tendency. Such improprieties, 
brethren, cannot be'too cautiously avoided. 
The next error which I shall mention, is 
the expectation of many, that, because they 
have anew minister, they shall therefore 
hear a new sermon, or a sermon abounding 
with new and original ideas. This. mistake 
cannot be too palpably marked, as it is one 
of almost universal recognition. I was pres- 
ent at a meeting, a short time since, at 
which a senior preacher delivered a disconrse 
before one of his young brethren, who had 
been his pupil in theology. His discourse 
was good, to be sure, but of the common- 
place character, without even an attempt at 
originality. He spake in a positive, de- 
clamatory style, on the ‘ Love of God, the 
death of Christ, and the salvation of the 
world.” No sooner was the audience dis- 
missed, than a general hum-buz commenced, 
and a louder chil-chat followed, in commen- 
dation of the sermon. Some of them pro- 
nounced it “the greatest piece of work,” 
they ever heard—others said, ‘it ought to 
be printed”—and not a few that “if they 
could hear such preaching they would sub- 
scribe five times as much as they had, and 
go to mecting every Sabbath :” and all this, 
mind you, in the presence and hearing of a 
most worthy and promising young man, 





a performance, according to the age, repu- 
tation and popularity of the preacher, and 
not by analyzing its real merits? 

But it is a fact, which, in my opinion will 
be obvious to all candid and capable obsery- 
ers, that a visiling minister is much more 
likely to dwell on familiar and well under- 
stood points of doctrine, than one who is 
statedly laboring in the society. Hence, sf 
I wished to attend meeting from motives of 


curiosity, I would by all means, hear the 


minister of the parish. He is under a sort 
of necessity, from the circumstances of his 
situation, to bring from his treasury, somc- 
thing new as well as old. Whereas it is not 
so with a stranger. He can be heard with 
every expression of attention and deference, 
which is requisite to enkindle his zeal and 
animation, while repeating an old discourse, 
which has beén preached in twenty different 
places. 

These improprieties are not exhibited for 
the contemptible purpose of pointing out 
moles in a brother’s eye ; rior to answer 
mere personal ends, as I am neither a young 
preacher, nor the father of such an one. No, 
dear. brethren, my object is of an higher, no- 
bler character. It is to remind all whom it 
may concern, that great encouragement 
should be given to those young Elshas ‘n 
the vineyard, on whom the burthen of labor 
must soon devolve, as the Elijahs are called 
hence. It is to induce a constant attend- 
ance on public worship, and not expect to 
build up.a society by occasional meetings, 
rousing sermons, and moonlight revivals. 
Our cause is to be permanently established 
by a regular ministry, regular attendance, 
regular attention and a regular life and con- 
versation. May God add his blessing, for 
the Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 





DR. CLARK’S OPINION OF PHARAORH.. 

“ The whole procedure was graciously cal- 
culated to do endless good to both nations. 
The Israelites must be satisfied that they had 
the true God for their protector ; and thus 
their faith was strengthened. The £; 
tians must see that their gods could do oe 
ing against the God of Israel, and their de- 
pendance on them must be necessarily shak- 
en. These great ends could not have been 
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answered, had Pharaoh at once consented to 
let the le go. This consideration alone, 
unravels mystery, and explaitis every 
thing.—Let it be pf ln that, there is 
nothing spoken here of the eternal state of 
the Egyptian King ; nor does any thing in 
the whole of the subsequent account author- 
ize us to believe, that hardened his heart 
against the influence of his own grace, that he 
might occasion him to sin, that his justice 
might consign him to hell! This would be 
such an act of flagrant injustice, as we could 
scarcely attribute to the worst of men. He 
who leads another into an offence, that he 
may have a fairer pretence to punish him for 
it ; or brings him into such circumstances, 
that he cannot avoid committing a capital 
crime, and then hangs him for it, is surely 
the. most einanhhe Of cenmtale. What then 
should we make of the God of justice and 
mercy, should we attribute to him a decree, 
the date of which is lost in eternity, by which 
he has determined to cut off from the possi- 
bility of salvation, millions and millions of 
unborn souls, and leave them under a neces- 
sity of sinning, by actually hardening their 
hearts against the influences of his own 
grace and spirit, that he may, on the pretext 
-of justice, consign them to endless perdition? 
Whatever may be pretended in behalf of 
such unqualified opinions, it must be evident 
to all who are not deeply prejudiced, that 
neither the justice nor the sovereignty of God 


¢an be magnified by them.” 


Roastine a Jew— For the good of the 


Church of Spain! The following are the 
particulars of the late horrible sacrifice in 
Spain, extracted from a private letter, re- 
ceived at Patis from Madrid. The brother- 
hood of “ saint Hermanda” took the road to 
Valencia followed by numbers of associates, 
to sacrifice the unfortunate Hebrew. All 
the thieves, smugglers, and assassins, sur- 
rounded the “pile,” carrying the banners 
of the inquisition and saint Dominique, pre- 
ceeded by monks singing psalms of David. 
Between them was placed the unfortunate 
victim, who was clad in a smock frock, up- 
on which was pasted various devils, having 
on his head a pasteboard cap, decorated with 
flames of fire. He was escorted by Domi- 
nician friars, who complimented him upon 
the occasion of his being about to be burned 
for the salvation of his soul : they embraced 
him. The wretched man having been gay- 

and tied down, the torch was applied, 
and the torturers surrounded the pile, sing- 
ing hymns to drown his cries. 


APPAREL. 


Excess in apparel is a costly folly. The 
g™ere trimmings of the vain world would 
tlothe all the naked one. Choose your 

lothes by your own eyes, and not another’s ; 

Ahe more plain and simple, the better, Let 





them be formed neatly but not fantastically ; 
for use and decency, and not for pride and 
vanity ; if you are clean and warm it is suf- 
ficient. More than these rob the poor and 
please the wanton. It is said of the true 
church, the king’s daughter is all glorious 
within : let our care therefore be of our 
rainds more than our bodies, if we would be 
of her communion. Meekness and modesty 
are the rich and beautiful attire of the soul. 
The plainer the dress, the more perspicu- 
ously and splendidly their beauty shines. 


Reflections on the Transitory State of Man. 


A beauteous sky to-day is seen, 
A canopy of clouds to-morrow, 
And shorter oft the space between 
Scenes of joy and scenes of sorrow. 


Soft pass the rays of sportive youth, 
The pleasing dream so fair and fleeting, 
So like the brilliant summer’s sun, 
Behind the western hills retreating. 


Then age in twilight gray appears, 
Approaching death, so dread and dreary, 
The end of joy, and end of fears, 
‘A pleasing solace to the weary. _ 


Then, what is life ?—a shadow vain ! 
A moment seen, and fled forever, 
A myst’ry you cannot explain, 
A thread the passing breeze can sever. 


Take then a retrospective view, 
And let it on thy mind impress, 

This shortly will remain to you,— 

“A green grave and forgetfulness,” 

He that treats us at first sight, like a 
friend of twenty years standing, will, very 
probably, at the end of twenty years, treat us 
as a stranger, if we have any umportant ser- 
vices to request of him. 
 aneienetinideanenemeetetne 


MARRIED, 

In this town, 6th inst. by Rev. Mr. Tobey, Mr. John 
C. Richmond, to Miss Louisa Jenks, daughter of Mr, 
Benjamin Jenks. 

On the 5th inst. by Rev. Dr. Edes, Mr. Solomon 
Ingraham, to Miss Peddy Sweet, daughter of Mr. 
Gideon Sweet. 

On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Simeon Staples, to Miss Sarah M. Ball, both of this 
town. 

On Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Shubael Kelly, to Miss Relief Harris, both of this 
town. 








DIED, 

In this town, on Saturday evening last, William 
Henry, son of Mr. John Brown, in the 4th year of his 
age, 

‘on the 8th inst. Mr. Wm. Bogle, a native of Eng- 
land, aged about 40. 

In Pawtucket, on Saturday last, Abby Harris, 

daughter ef Samuel Grecae, Esq. aged 11 months. 


JUST RECEIVED, 
At 110 1-2 Westminster-street, 
“ Reasons for believing in the ultimate sal. 
vation of all men.” A SERMON, by Rey, 
John Bisbe, second edition. And where al. 
so may be had most of the Books and Pam. 
phlets designed to support and defend the 
doctrine of Universal 20 , 


PRINTING. 


HE SUBSCRIBERS Respectfully inform the 
Public, that they have formed a-connexion in 
business under the firm of ‘ 


CRANSTON & MARSHALL, 
(Office No. §, North-Main-St.) 
And are ready, at all times, to receive and execute 
orders for Letter Press PRINTING, of any kind, 
They have large founts of handsome Boox Tres, 
from a long experience, and strict attention to 
the business, they feel assured they shall be able tg 
give satisfaction. They have, also, just receiveds 
great variety of Jos Tyegs, from the newest cuts, 
which makes their assortment as complete as any in 
Town. All Orders for Jon Printing, of poche. 
with which they may be favored, shall be ex ‘ 
in the neaTestr MANNER, and with DESPATCH. 
Circulars, Blanks of all kinds, Checks, Cards, Ball 
Tickets, &c. &c. done in as good style as elsewhere, 
LOTTERY TICKETS, svuow-Biis 
and uny other work, done in Dirrerent Co1ouns, in 
a Style inferiour to none, and AT THE TIME 
PROMISED. BARZILLAI CRANSTON, 
December 2. WILLIAM MARSHALL. 
N. B.—STAMPS, &c. Ke. for Manufacturers and 
others, done in Gotp and Sitver LzarF, on reasone 
ble terms, by C. & M.” 








NOTICE. a 
§3—> The subscriber once more takes the 
liberty to call upon all those indebted to him 
for the former series of the Telescope, té 
make immediate payment. Subscribers at 
a distance who send money by mail, are re 
quested to put it in as few bills as possible, 
as double and treble postage frequently takes 
off nearly all the profits. 
B. CRANSTON. 


MISS ANN PAGE 

Respectfully informs the parents of young 
children of both sexes in and near High-t. 
west side, that she intends opening a Scuoot 
in the house of Capt. James Graves, on 
Monday, Dec. 4. Having for the last eight 
years exclusively devoted her attention to 
the instruction of youth, she feels competent 
to teach the following branches, viz. read 
ing, writing, English grammar, geography 
and history, plain sewing and fine needle 
work, The exertions of friends for obtain 
ing an adequate number of scholars will be 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Refer to Samuel Dexter, Esq. Wm. P. 
Greene, Rev. David Pickering, Wm. Aplin, 
Esq. and Samuel W. Wheeler. 

Providence, Nov. 25, 1826. 


JUSTICES’ BLANKS, 
Printed on good paper, and well pressed, fot 
sale at this office. 
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